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tone of mind, we run great risk of being deteriorated
by them; we require to be specially on our guard to
avoid such a danger. If, on the other hand, they are
morally above us, they exert an elevating influence
upon us. We see little traits of character indicating
an internal goodness which silently reproves our
own shortcomings, and leads us on to imitate them.
And failing personal acquaintance something of the
same effect is produced by their writings or bio-
graphies. But now comes the drawback. Even the
best of our fellow-creatures, much as he may be
above us, is yet but imperfect. We cannot take him
as our pattern unreservedly without running the risk
of imitating his failings as well as his virtues. But
what if we have One to imitate who as human is in-
telligible to us and imitable, but who as being at the
same time Divine is exempt from all the fallibility
and all the shortcomings belonging to even the best
of our fellow-creatures? Yet no less than this is
held out to us by the Christian religion.

In that religion, there are various statements
made as to things which we never could have
arrived at merely by the light of reason, and which,
from the very nature of the case, we cannot demon-
strate by reason alone, even when they have been
told us, but which, nevertheless, fit in with what we
know from the light of reason, or, it may be, from